Over the centuries , powerful Mesopotamian kings expanded their territories and subdued weaker neighbors , inducing them to pay tribute in luxury goods , raw materials , and manpower as part of a broad confederation of polities under the kings ' protection . Control over military resources ( access to metals for weaponry and , later , to herds of horses for pulling chariots ) was necessary to gain dominance , but it was no guarantee of success . The ruler's charisma also mattered . Unlike the more institutionalized Egyptian leadership , Mesopotamian kingdoms could vacillate from strong to weak , depending on the ruler's personality . 
The most famous Mesopotamian ruler of this period was Hammurapi ( or Hammurabi , r . 1792 1750 BCE ) . Continuously struggling with powerful neighbors , he sought to centralize state authority and to create a new legal order . Using diplomatic and military skills to become the strongest king in Mesopotamia , he made Babylon his capital and declared himself " the king who made the four quarters of the earth obedient ” ( Frayne , vol . 4 , p . 341 ) . He implemented a new system to secure his power , appointing regional governors to manage outlying provinces and to deal with local elites .

Hammurapi's image as ruler mirrored that of the Egyptian pharaohs of the Middle Kingdom. The king was shepherd and patriarch of his people, responsible for proper preparation of the fields and irrigation canals and for his followers' well-being. Such an ideal recognized that being king was a delicate balancing act. While he had to curry favor among powerful merchants and elites, he also had to meet the needs of the poor and disadvantaged-in part to avoid a reputation for cruelty and in part to gain a key base of support should the elites become dissatisfied with his rule. Hammurapi elevated this balancing act into an art form, encapsulated in a grand legal code- Hammurapi's Code. Much of the code itself, was inscribed on a large stone stele, at the top of which was a portrait of Hammurapi himself, posing humbly before the sun god, Shamash, the patron of justice. Below came the laws, suggesting that they were handed down from the deity through a just, benevolent, and conquering ruler. The code began and concluded with the rhetoric of paternal justice. For example, he concluded by describing himself as "the shepherd who brings peace, whose scepter is just. My benevolent shade was spread over my city, I held the people of the lands of Sumer and Akkad safely on my lap" (Roth, p. 133).
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In fact, Hammurapi's Code was a compilation of more than 300 cdicts addressing crimes and their punishments. One theme rings loud and clear: governing public matters was man's work, and upholding a just order was the supreme charge of rulers. Whereas the gods' role in ordering the world was distant, the king was directly in command of ordering relations among people, Accordingly, the code elaborated in exhaustive detail the social rules that would ensure the kingdom's peace through its primary instrument-the family. The code outlined the rights and privileges of fathers, wives, and children. The father's duty was to treat his kin as the ruler would treat his subjects, with strict authority and care. Adultery, which represented the supreme violation of this moral code, was a female crime, Any woman found with a man who was not her husband would be bound and thrown into the river, and likewise her lover. The code also divided the people in the Babylonian kingdom into three classes: free persons, dependents, and slaves. Each bad an assigned value and distinct rights and responsibilities. In this way, Hammurapi's order stratified society while also pacifying the region, By the end of his reign, he had established Babylon as the single great power in Mesopotamia and had reduced competitor kingdoms to mere vassals. Following his death, his sons and successors struggled to maintain control over a shrinking domain for another 155 years in the face of internal rebellions and forcign invasions. In 1595 BCE, Babylon fell to the Hittite king Hattusilis I. 

The era of Hammurapi and his successors was a high point in the intellectual life of Mesopotamia, setting the stage for the achievements of the first-millennium Assyrians and neo- Babylonians (see Chapter 4). In particular, mathematics and literature reached new heights, going far beyond what was needed for everyday applications. Religious life was also fundamentally altered, The city god of Babylon, Marduk, was raised to the level of a national god, becoming the primary cult of the land, It was Marduk who would confront Assur in the coming centuries in the struggle between north and south in the "land between two rivers" THE KASSITE GOLDEN AGE The Kassites' origins are obscure, though they seem to have

the KASSITE GOLDEN AGE The Kassites' origins are obscure, though they seem to have entered southern Mesopotamia from the Zagros Mountains and the Iranian plateau, at first encamping in small groups on the edges of cities and working as mercenaries in the Babylonian armies and as agricultural laborers. By 2000 BCE, they had integrated thenselves into Babylonian society, becoming bureaucrats associated with the temple, and were destined to play a major role in the political and cultural history of Southwest Asia. Once entrenched, they were well placed to fill the power vacuum when the First Dynasty of Babylon fell. By 1475 BCE, Kassite rulers had reestablished order in the region. Over the next 350 years, they brought all of southern Mesopotamia under their control, creating one of the great territorial states within an emerging page 96 network of states from North Africa to Southwest Asia.

 The Kassites presided over a golden age based on trade in such precious commodities as horses, chariots, and lapis lazuli, which they exchanged for gold, wood, and ivory. Like earlier immigrant communities to this ancient land, the Kassites absorbed the traditions and institutions of Mesopotamia. Even more than their predecessors, they strove to preserve the past and transmit its institutions to posterity. Although very little remains of their own language and customs (apart personal names), with thoroughness and dedication the Kassite scribes translated much of the older Sumerian literature into Akkadfan. They revised and compiled texts into standard rom editions, from which scholars have recovered a Babylonian creation story called the Enuma Elish. In their determination to become even more Babylonian than the Babylonians, the Kassites saved a treasure trove of historical literature and cultural practices for later generations. During the subsequent period of the Community of Major Powers, the Kassites served as the crucial link between Egypt, Anatolia, and southwestern Iran.

Code hamoriap


Crime and property
6. If any one steal the property of a temple or of the court, he shall be put to death, and also the one who receives the stolen thing from him shall be put to death.
8. If any one steal cattle or sheep, or an ass, or a pig or a goat, if it belong to a god or to the court, the thief shall pay thirtyfold therefor; if they belonged to a freed man of the king he shall pay tenfold; if the thief has nothing with which to pay he shall be put to death.
14. If any one steal the minor son of another, he shall be put to death.
15. If any one take a male or female slave of the court, or a male or female slave of a freed man, outside the city gates, he shall be put to death.
.17. If any one find runaway male or female slaves in the open country and bring them to their masters, the master of the slaves shall pay him two shekels of silver.
21. If any one break a hole into a house (break in to steal), he shall be put to death before that hole and be buried.
22. If any one is committing a robbery and is caught, then he shall be put to death..
24. If persons are stolen, then shall the community and . . . pay one mina of silver to their relatives.

Women and family: . 
129. If a man's wife be surprised (in flagrante delicto) with another man, both shall be tied and thrown into the water, but the husband may pardon his wife and the king his slaves.
130. If a man violate the wife (betrothed or child-wife) of another man, who has never known a man, and still lives in her father's house, and sleep with her and be surprised, this man shall be put to death, but the wife is blameless.
131. If a man bring a charge against one's wife, but she is not surprised with another man, she must take an oath and then may return to her house.
142. If a woman quarrel with her husband, and say: "You are not congenial to me," the reasons for her prejudice must be presented. If she is guiltless, and there is no fault on her part, but he leaves and neglects her, then no guilt attaches to this woman, she shall take her dowry and go back to her father's house.
143. If she is not innocent, but leaves her husband, and ruins her house, neglecting her husband, this woman shall be cast into the water.
155. If a man betroth a girl to his son, and his son have intercourse with her, but he (the father) afterward defile her, and be surprised, then he shall be bound and cast into the water (drowned).
156. If a man betroths a girl to his son, but his son has not known her, and if then he defile her, he shall pay her half a gold mina, and compensate her for all that she brought out of her father's house. She may marry the man of her heart. 195. If a son strike his father, his hands shall be hewn off.
Assault and injury:  
        195. If a son strike his father, his hands shall be hewn off
196. If a man put out the eye of another man, his eye shall be put out. [ An eye for an eye ]
197. If he break another man's bone, his bone shall be broken.
198. If he put out the eye of a freed man, or break the bone of a freed man, he shall pay one gold mina.
      100. . . . interest for the money, as much as he has received, he shall give a note therefor, and on the day, when they settle, pay to the merchant.
200. If a man knock out the teeth of his equal, his teeth shall be knocked out. [ A tooth for a tooth ]
201. If he knock out the teeth of a freed man, he shall pay one-third of a gold mina.
202. If any one strike the body of a man higher in rank than he, he shall receive sixty blows with an ox-whip in public.

Liability

229 If a builder build a house for some one, and does not construct it properly, and the house which he built fall in and kill its owner, then that builder shall be put to death.
230. If it kill the son of the owner the son of that builder shall be put to death.
231. If it kill a slave of the owner, then he shall pay slave for slave to the owner of the house.
232. If it ruin goods, he shall make compensation for all that has been ruined, and inasmuch as he did not construct properly this house which he built and it fell, he shall re-erect the house from his own means.
251. If an ox be a goring ox, and it shown that he is a gorer, and he do not bind his horns, or fasten the ox up, and the ox gore a free-born man and kill him, the owner shall pay one-half a mina in money.
252. If he kill a man's slave, he shall pay one-third of a mina.
Contracts:  
48. If any one owe a debt for a loan, and a storm prostrates the grain, or the harvest fail, or the grain does not grow for lack of water; in that year he need not give his creditor any grain, he washes his debt-tablet in water and pays no rent for this year.
53. If any one be too lazy to keep his dam in proper condition, and does not so keep it; if then the dam break and all the fields be flooded, then shall he in whose dam the break occurred be sold for money, and the money shall replace the corn which he has caused to be ruined.
      59. If any man, without the knowledge of the owner of a garden, fell a tree in a garden he shall pay half a mina in money.
      117. If any one fail to meet a claim for debt, and sell himself, his wife, his son, and daughter for money or give them away to forced labor: they shall work for three years in the house of the man who bought them, or the proprietor, and in the fourth year they shall be set free.
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